
Reading strategies: Inferring  
	  
The	   skill	   of	   inferring	   is	   a	   skill	   we	   do	   all	   day	   long,	   similar	   to	   “reading”	   people	   or	  
“reading”	   a	   situation.	  	  	   If	   it	   has	   been	  snowing	   outside	   and	   some	   cars	   have	   snow	  on	  
them	   and	   some	   cars	   do	   not,	   we	   infer	   that	   those	  without	  snow	  have	   been	  parked	  
in	   the	   garage.	   	   	   Inferring	   is	   not	   only	   about	   reading	   expressions,	   tones	   and	   body	  
language,	   it	   is	   about	   “reading”	   text,	   often	   said	   as,	   “reading	   between	   the	   lines”	  
where	  the	  answers	  are 	  not	  explicitly	  stated.	  

Predicting	   is	   related	   to	   inferring,	   but	   we	   predict	   events,	   actions	   or	  
outcomes	  that	   can	   be	   checked	   or	   confirmed	   as	  correct	   or	   incorrect	   by	   reading	  
on	   or	   reading	   to	   the	   end	   of	   the	   story.	   I’ve	  heard	   it	   said	   that	  predicting	   is	   like	  
thinking	   ahead	   but	   inferring	   is	   about	   looking	   back	   and	   reflecting	   about	   what	  
has	   already	   been	   read.	   	   Predicting	   is	   like	   this,	   you	   are	   reading	   along,	   you	   stop	  
and	   ask,	   “What	   will	   happen	   next?”	   	   	   Inferring	   is	   like	   this,	   you	   are	   reading	   along,	  
you	   stop	   and	   ask,	   “I	  wonder	  what	  the	  author	  meant?”	  

Inferences	   are	   more	   open-‐ended	   and	   often	   uncheckable	   meaning	   that	  
the	   reader	   is	   unable	   to	   truly	   know	   if	   an	   inference	   is	   correct.	   	   	   	  When	   students	  
read,	   think	   and	  make	   an	   inference	   about	   text	   they	   have	   just	   read,	   they	   must	  
use	   their	   schema,	   and	   prior	   knowledge	   and	   crosscheck	   it	   with	   clues	   and	  
evidence	   from	   the	   text.	  

When	   students	   use	   the	   strategy	   of	   inferring,	   they	   are	   making	   meaning	   of	  
the	  text.	  	  They	  are	  adding	  pieces	  that	  are	  not	  explicitly	  there,	  often	  sharing	  personal	  
opinions	   and	   forming	   interpretations.	   	   As	   children	   begin	   to	   make	   inferences	   out	  
loud,	   they	   must	   be	   recognized	   for	   doing	   so	   and	   be	   told	   all	   day	   long,	   “You	   just	  
made	   an	  inference!”	  	   When	   asking	   a	   student	   simple	  recall	   questions,	   some	   children	  
feel	   like	   they	   are	   answering	   wrong	   if	   they	   don’t	   use	  words	   that	   are	  exactly	   in	   the	  
text,	  when	  they	   are	   actually	   using	   inferring.	  

Another	  way,	   I	  explain	   it	   kids	   is	   like	   this,	  something	  happens	  on	  one	  page	  
of	   the	   book	   and	   then	   you	   turn	   the	   page	   and	   ask	   what	   just	   happened,	   as	   if	  
somebody	  ripped	  out	  the	  middle	  page	  and	  you	  must	  decide	  what	  happened.	  

When	  you	  infer,	  you	  might	  say:	  
I	  think	  that...because...	  Maybe	  it	  means...because...	  
It	  could	  mean...because...	  
	  

	  
	  
	  

	  
	  



Reading strategies: Questioning 
 

• Questions	  help	  a	  reader	  clarify	  ideas	  and	  deepen	  understanding.	  
• If	  you	  ask	  questions	  as	  you	  read,	  you	  are	  awake,	  you	  are	  thinking.	  
• Diving	   in	   with	   questions-‐even	   those	   that	   are	   unanswerable-‐enriches	  

the	  reading	  experience.	  
• In	   their	   quest	   to	   make	   sense	   of	   their	   world,	   they	   bombard	   those	  

around	   them-‐young	   children	   are	   master	   questioners.	   	   Why	   are	   there	  
clouds?	  Do	  fish	  sleep?	  Why	  is	  the	  sky	  blue?	  Frequently,	  parents	  have	  no	  
idea	  how	  to	  answer	  these	  endless	  questions.	  	   In	  desperation	  they	  might	  
change	  the	  subject	  or	  come	  up	  with	  a	  feeble	  dodge	  to	  get	  off	  the	  hook.	  	  
In	   fact,	  those	  questions	  show	  a	  child’s	  brilliance.	  	  As	  a	  parent,	  you	  want	  
to	   encourage	   them	   to	   ask	   the	   real	   questions,	   those	   questions	   that	  
really	  puzzle	  them,	  even	  if	  you	  can’t	  answer	  them.	  

• Wonder	  keeps	   the	   imagination	  alive	  and	  curiosity	  well-‐tuned.	  
• Asking	  questions	  is	  how	  you	  make	  sense	  of	  the	  world.	  
• Questions	   lead	   you	   to	   new	   ideas,	   new	   perspectives,	   and	  

additional	  questions.	  
• Some	   questions	   don’t	   have	   easy	   answers.	   But	   all	   questions	   inspire	  

thinking,	  generate	  discussion,	  or	  lead	  you	  to	  other	  sources.	  
• Share	   your	   questions	   with	   your	   child,	   showing	   him/her	   that	   even	   you	  

have	  questions	  when	  you	  read.	  
• Encourage	   your	   child	   to	   ask	   questions	   as	   he	   read	   is	   part	   of	   a	   larger	  

task:	   inspiring	   wonder.	   There	   are	   so	   many	   things	   to	   wonder	   about:	   I	  	  
wonder	  what	  a	  black	  hole	   is.	   I	   wonder	  why	  people	   risk	   their	   lives	   to	   climb	  
Mt.	  Everest.	   	   	   I	   	  wonder	   how	   life	   began...Before	   you	   start	   reading	   a	   book	  
with	  your	  child,	  play	  the	  “I	  Wonder”	  game.	  

• Questions	   send	   readers	   on	   quests.	   	   They	   cause	   readers	   to	   seek,	   pursue	  
and	  search	   for	   answers	  or	   deeper	   understanding.	  

• Help	  your	  child	  fall	  in	  love	  with	  the	  story-‐share	  the	  excitement.	  Questions	  
keep	  you	   turning	   the	  pages	  to	   find	  out	  what	  happens	  next.	  

• There’s	  no	  doubt	  about	  it:	  Kids	  love	  to	  generate	  their	  own	  questions!	  
• Questioning	  makes	  reading	  fun.	  	  But	  to	  know	  how	  to	  question,	  your	  child	  
• needs	   to	   hear	   your	   questions	   first.	   This	   is	   not	   about	   asking	   your	  

child	   questions.	   	   Instead,	   it’s	   about	   modeling	   what	   it	   means	   to	   be	  
curious	  by	  

• sharing	   the	   questions	   you	   have	   while	   you	   read.	   	   Don’t	   rush	   the	  
answers	   right	   away.	   	   Pose	   several	   questions	   and	   then	   let	   your	   child	  
take	   a	   turn	   asking	   questions	   that	   come	   to	   his/her	   mind.	   	   You’re	  
showing	  your	  child	  how	  to	  be	  an	  active	  player	  in	  the	  world	  of	  reading.	  

• This	   type	   of	   questioning	   is	   not	   intended	   to	   be	   drill	   practice	   where	  
parents	   ask	   students	   a	   series	   of	   comprehension	   questions	   about	   the	  
book.	  



	  

Reading strategies: Making connections 
  

The	   Purpose	   of	   the	   Strategy:	  
	  
Readers	   comprehend	   better	   when	   they	   actively	   think	   about	   and	   apply	   their	  
knowledge	  of	  the	  book's	  topic,	  their	  own	  experiences,	  and	  the	  world	  around	  them.	  
Stephanie	  Harvey	  and	  Anne	  Goudvis	  in	  their	  book,	   Strategies	   that	   Work	   (2000),	  
state	   that,	   "When	   children	   understand	   how	   to	   connect	   the	   text	   they	   read	   to	  
their	   lives,	   they	   begin	   to	  make	   connections	   between	  what	   they	   read	   and	   the	  
larger	  world.	  	  This	  nudges	  them	  into	  thinking	  about	  bigger,	  more	  expansive	  issues	  
beyond	  their	  universe	  of	  home,	  school,	  and	  neighborhood."	  
	  
How	  to	  help	  your	  child	  use	  this	  strategy:	  
	  
To	   help	   your	   child	   make	   connections	   while	   they	   are	   reading,	   ask	   him/	   her	   the	  
following	  questions:	  
	  

x	  	  	  	  	  What	  does	   the	  book	   remind	  you	  of?	  
x	  	  	  	  	  What	  do	  you	  know	  about	   the	  book's	  topic?	  
x	  	  	  	  	  	   Does	   this	   book	   remind	   you	   of	   another	  book?	  

	  
	  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Reading strategies: Synthesizing 
 
	  

The	  comprehension	  strategy	  of	  Synthesizing	  is	  best	  explained	  using	  the	  analogy	  of	  
a	  moving	  car	  merging	  onto	  a	  speeding	  highway	  Like	  a	  car	  who	  heads	  down	  the	  on	  
ramp,	  as	  soon	  as	  it	  merger	  onto	  a	  freeway	  of	  other	  moving	  cars,	  it	  must	  adjust	  its	  
speed	   and	   lanes	   whether	   it	   needs	   to	   speed	   up	   or	   slow	   down,	   it	   changes	  
depending	  on	  the	  flow	  and	  speed	  of	  traffic.	  	  
	  
The	  car	  is	  like	  our	  thinking.	  We	  begin	  thinking	  a	  story	  is	  about	  one	  thing	  and	  using	  
our	  background	  knowledge	  to	  help	  us	  form	  that	  prediction.	  However,	  as	  we	  read	  
on	  further,	  our	  thinking	  changes.	  We	  do	  not	  let	  go	  of	  our	  original	  prediction,	  but	  
rather	  we	  mold	  it,	  and	  sculpt	  it	  into	  something	  new.	  By	  the	  end	  of	  the	  story,	  we	  
have	  made	  a	  lot	  of	  changes	  to	  our	  original	  thinking	  and	  it	  has	  morphed	  into	  some	  
new,	  bigger	  and	  different	  than	  it	  was…not	  wrong,	  just	  different	  and	  new	  based	  on	  
our	  interactions	  with	  the	  story.	  	  
	  
Another	  analogy-‐if	  our	  original	  thinking	  is	  like	  the	  rock	  we	  throw	  into	  a	  pond,	  the	  
rings	  of	  that	  rock	  represent	  how	  our	  thinking	  chances,	  each	  ring	  affects	  the	  next	  
ring	  and	  so	  on	  and	  so	  forth.	  	  
When	  strong	   readers	   read,	   they	  not	  only	   read	   the	  words	  on	   the	  page,	  but	   they	  
listen	  to	  the	  “inner	  voice”	  that	  processes	  the	  meaning	  of	  the	  story.	  Strong	  readers	  
use	   their	   connections	   and	   other	   world	   experiences	   to	   form	   new	   ideas	   as	   they	  
read.	  Strong	  readers	  know	  that	  answers	  are	  not	  always	  found	  in	  the	  book,	  but	  in	  
their	  head.	  A	  synthesizing	  reader	  uses	  details	  and	   inferences	  from	  the	  story	  and	  
integrated	  them	  with	  their	  own	  ideas,	  evaluations	  and	  opinions.	  	  
	  
Synthesizing	  is	  about	  creating	  something	  new	  by	  brining	  together	  many	  different	  
pieces	   of	   information	   and	   continually	   having	   our	   thinking	   depending	   on	   new	  
information.	  	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  



Reading strategies: Visualizing  
 
 
The	  comprehension	  strategy	  of	  Visualizing	   is	   also	   known	   as	  Making	  Mental	   Images	  
or	   Creating	   Mind	   Movies.	  
	  

Visualizing	   is	   the	   creation	   of	   images	   in	   the	   mind	   as	   the	   student	   reads,	  processes	  
and	   recalls	   what	   has	   been	   read.	   	   	   	   Visualizing	   a	   picture	   or	   scene	  with	   the	   words	  
and	   phrases	   allows	   the	   reader	   to	   organize	   the	   ideas,	   to	   see	   the	   relationship	  
among	   the	   ideas,	   and	   to	   make	   meaningful	   connections	   with	   them.	   Using	  
visualization	   and	   discussing	   the	   pictures	   to	   check	   for	   understanding	   and	  
discrepancies	  help	  a	   reader	   increase	  comprehension.	  
	  

Opportunities	   for	   students	   to	   discuss	   and	   share	   their	   visualizations	   of	   text	  
will	  be	  our	  focus	  of	  comprehension	  strategy	  teaching	  and	  learning	  for	  the	  next	  
six	  weeks.	  
	  

Visualizing	  helps	  students	  	  to:	  
• bring	  personal	  prior	  knowledge	  to	  the	  forefront	  
• check	   their	  mental	   images	  against	  	   text	  	   for	  	  discrepancies	  and	   detail	  

to	   gain	   a	  more	  complete	   understanding	  
• match	   language	   to	   the	   images	   and	   therefore	   improve	   their	  

processing	   of	   ideas	  
• connect	   in	  meaningful	  ways	   to	  what	   is	   read	  
• assist	   	   other	   	   students	   	   who	   	   have	   little	   experience	   making	   mental	  

images,	  to	  improve.	  
	  

It	   is	   important	   that	   students	   continue	   making	   connections	   to	   activate	   prior	  
knowledge	   well	   into	   this	   strategy	   of	   making	  mental	   images.	   	   	   The	   bottom	   line	  we	  
want	   all	   children	   to	   learn	   is	   that	   everybody’s	  mental	   images	   are	   different	   because	  
everyone’s	   schema	   for	   text	   is	  different.	  
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